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PRESERVING THE PAST 


This is the title of our current exhibit, which will be running 
through April. The exhibit is dedicated to the 25th Anniversary 
of the Troy Historical Society. It's goal is to demonstrate to the 
general public the various hazards and difficulties one faces when 
trying to preserve family heirlooms and documents. The exhibit 
will show the various problems you can encounter trying to preserve 
photographs, clothing, documents and other items. 

You will see examples of the damage caused to photographs by 
exposure to light, the effects of mildew and insect infestation on 
textiles and wood. This exhibit will show you how to preserve 
things that will be handed down as part of your grandchildren's 
past. 

Workshops are being planned that will demonstrate such skills as 
furniture refinishing, frame repair, gold leafing, and painting 
preservation. Please contact the museum for scheduled dates and 
times. 


IN MEMORIUM 


Our deepest sympathy and prayers are expressed to the family of 
Bertha Trost who passed away very suddenly on December 18, 1991. 
Bertha was an active member of the Troy Museum Guild, a charter 
member of the Troy Historical Society, and active in programs of 
the Troy-Oakland Cooperative Extension Services, and her Church. 
Bertha was a lifelong resident of Troy- her parents farmed on 
Rochester Road which is now the site of the Troy DPW. She is 
survived by her son, Jeff, three grandchildren and a sister Beulah 
Lovejoy. 

Norman R. Barnard 










































March 28th is the date for the 
Southeast Michigan regional 
competition for the annual 
National History Day contest. 
The theme for this year will be 
"Discovery, Encounter, Exchange 
and History: The Seeds of 
Change." 

Registration will begin at 9:00 
with the awards ceremony ending 
at approximately 3:30. We will 
be looking for volunteers to 
register participants, serve 
refreshments, & demonstrate 
traditional crafts. Please 
call Tami and sign up early. 

As in the past there will be 
special awards offered in 
addition to those contestants 
winning first, second and third 
place in their respective 
categories. The Troy 
Historical Society will offer a 
$100.00 award from the Morris 
A. Wattles Memorial Fund for 
the best entry from a Troy 
student. 

Awards will be presented at the 
State competition for: best 
use of primary materials, best 
entry using family history, and 
the best entry in history of 
women in Michigan. The State 
Contest will be held at 
Domino's Farms, Ann Arbor, 
Saturday, May 2nd. The 
National Contest will be held 
at the University of Maryland, 
College Park; June 14-18. 


IN SEARCH OF. 

Below is a listing of things 
that we need for our various 
programs. If you are willing 
to share any of these items 
with us please contact Tami. 

Yarn, any color 
Mat board 


Peter Riley is also asking if 
anyone knows of someone who may 
have a functioning chest 
freezer that they may be 
willing to donate to the Museum 
for use in our collections 
preservation program. So if 
you have one, or know of 
someone who does, please 
contact Pete at the Museum. 



SUNSHINE CORNER 

Congratulations to Vi and 
Lawrence Smith on the birth of 
their grandchildren. Their 
daughter, Cindy, gave birth to 
Angela, Tia, and Vincent on 
Oct. 25th. 

Congratulations to Jo Rhoads on 
the birth of her new 
granddaughter this past Nov. 
25 th 

Congratulations also go out to 
Jan and Kevin Klco on the birth 
of their daughter, Nicole 
Francis. Born on December 6th 
at 4:40 p.m., Nicole weighed 
61bs and lloz and was 19 1/2 
inches long, with lots of brown 
hair. 



PRESERVATION WORKSHOPS 


Please join us Saturday, 
February 29th from 1:00 to 
3:00p.m. , for the first in a 

series of workshops. Ed Carpus 
will be instructing us in the 
arts of frame repair and gold 
leaf. 

Here is your chance to learn 
how to restore, enhance and 
preserve your old picture 
frames. There will be an $8.00 
fee for materials. You supply 
the frame. 

If you are interested in 
attending, call Tami no later 
than February 19th. Seating is 
limited! Call soon! 



CALL TO TROY COLLECTORS 

Our next exhibit will be titled 
A COLLECTOR'S PERSPECTIVE . 
This exhibit will open this 
summer, and will feature the 
antique collections of Troy 
residents. We are looking for 
items that you or your family 
may have been collecting for 
years: china, jewelry, 
pottery, silver, prints and 
paintings, toys, dolls, etc. 

If you are interested in being 
a contributing collector please 
call Maria at 524-3570 before 
May first. 



TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 


We would like to thank all of 
our loyal volunteers for the 
wonderful help we received 
during the holidays for Hanging 
of the Greens. With over 498 
visitors registered, you helped 
to make this one of our most 
successful and well attended 
programs to date. Here is a 
listing of those who generously 
gave of their time. 

Richard Alliston 

Lena Anderson 

Norman & Harriet Barnard 

Henry & Eve Barnes 

Mike, Chris, & Lesley Berns 

Ed Carpus 

Veralyn Davee 

Angela Enloe 

Donna Ewers 

Lu Grewe 

Muriel Gordon 

A1 & Thelma Holdburg 

Lisa Hypnar-McNash 

Theresa Ivan 

Cindy Kmett 

Len Mapes 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Minch 

Ed & Bernie Munneke 

Joan Price 

John Quinn 

Jo Rhoads 

Christa Roberts 

Sandy Rooney 

Fred & Muriel Rounds 

Randy, Linda, Rhiannon, & Ian 

Stark 

Donn Sleek 
Verna Smith 
Bertha Trost 
Troy Garden Club 
Barbara Underwood 
Brian Wattles 
Fran Wattles 
Joy Wong 

Lee & Gerry Young 








UPCOMING FIELD DAYS 



In 1829 one of the first 
schools in Troy was held in the 
old Troy Baptist Church. The 
first building designated as a 
school house was erected in 
1833. This as well as other 
early 19th century schools were 
constructed as large one room 
buildings similar to our 
Poppleton School house. Some 
schools had a cobblestone 
fireplace located at one end of 
the room. 

Seating was arranged so that 
the older children sat at the 
back of the room with the 
younger students closer to the 
front, while the teacher's desk 
was placed in the center. High 
desks were placed in front of 
the pupil's benches with space 
left between each desk so 
students could go to and from. 

School years were not as long 
then as they are today. 
Usually the term would run from 
October to March. This would 
allow the children to work on 
the family farms during both 
the planting and harvesting 
seasons. 


In the next few months we will 
be conducting numerous Field 
Days and other education 
programs. A very important 
part in the success or failure 
of a program of this type is 
YOU. We are always in need of 
people who are willing to spend 
a few hours sharing their time 
and energy with school children 
of all ages. 

In the past, we have had the 
great fortune to have the 
assistance of such people as: 

EVE BARNES, THELMA HOLDBURG, 
MARY CORNELIUS, GERRY YOUNG, 
CHRIS BERNS, DONN SLEEK, SANDY 
ROONEY, LINDA STARK, VERALYN 
DAVEE, VI SMITH, THERESA IVAN 
and COLLEEN KING. 

We hope to continue to have 
their help, but we would also 
like to invite other people to 
join us. Experience is not 
necessary. All we ask is that 
you be willing. Please call 
Tami at 524-3570, to set up a 
training session or to answer 
any questions you may have. 



Bernie Munneke 































































SCHOOL IS BACK IN SESSION! 

With the new school year well 
underway, the staff here at the 
museum is very busy. We are in 
the midst of a very busy field 
trip season. During these 
times our volunteers are always 
there to lend a hand with 
programs and other activities. 
So with this in mind, here is a 
special thank you to the 
following: 

Jim Barlage 

Eve Barnes 

Mike & Chris Berns 

Mary Cornelius 

Thelma Holdburg 

Theresa Ivan 

Len Mapes 

Richard Minch 

Bernie Munneke 

Sandy & Katie Rooney 

Donn Sleek 

Linda Stark 

Brian Wattles 

Lee & Gerry Young 



THANKSGIVING AT THE MAYFLOWER 

For the past two years we have 
tried to honor a group of 
exceptional volunteers who have 
contributed an excess of one 
hundred hours of service to the 
Museum. In 1990 we took a trip 
to Holly for dinner at the 
Holly Hotel in time for Dickens 
Days. This past November 3rd 
we attended a recreated 
Thanksgiving dinner at the 


Mayflower Hotel in Plymouth. 

The afternoon began with a 
short film recounting the story 
of the Pilgrims and the first 
Thanksgiving dinner. This was 
followed by a seven course meal 
which included dishes such as 
pumpkin soup, oysters, venison 
stew, and succotash as well as 
the traditional roast turkey, 
dressing and cranberries. Each 
course was preceded by a brief 
discussion of the history of 
the first Thanksgiving meal and 
the significance of each dish. 

Those honored for their service 
this past year were: Eve 

Barnes, Chris Berns and Gerry 
Young. 

This trip was also open any 
Guild or Society members 
wishing to attend. Those 
members accompanying us on this 
enjoyable afternoon were: 

Maxine Averill 
Tami Averill 
Rowena Basford 
Mike Berns 
Veralyn Davee 
Muriel Gordon 
Jan Klco 

George & Florence LaPonsa and 

their grandson 

Fran Pini 

Bertha Trost 

Lee Young 

Though it has yet to be decided 
where we will go this year. Be 
assured it will be somewhere 
historic. The museum staff 
would love to be able to honor 
more of our volunteers. So get 
those hours in and be sure to 
record them in the volunteer 
log book. 






STOP THE PRESSES! 


The second in our Preservation Workshop series has just been added! 
Please join us Saturday, March 2lst from 10:00 until 12:00 for a 
workshop on PAINTING CONSERVATION. 

Kenneth B. Katz will be presenting a slide lecture and clinic to 
assist you in assessing the condition of your paintings. 
Information concerning proper care and the limits of restoration 
will be included. Anyone wishing to bring a painting for a 
condition analysis is welcome to do so. 

Mr. Katz is a private conservator and former Conservator of 
Paintings at the Detroit Institute of Arts. He has a B.A. in Art 
History and a Masters Degree in Conservation of Historic and 
Artistic Works from the State University of New York and has 
trained at Istituto Centrale del Restauro in Rome, Italy. 

A fee to cover the cost of materials will be charged. If you are 
interested in attending or would like more details, please call 
Tami at 524-3570 by February 28th. 


Troy Historical Society 

60 West Wattles Road 
Troy, Michigan 48098 
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